
Development and growth must be carefully planned & managed to:  
 

¶ Preserve floodplains and open space that will store damaging floodwaters  

¶ Route stormwater to areas where it can infiltrate  

¶ Conserve riparian zones along rivers and streams that filter polluted runoff  
and provide habitat for fish and wildlife 

¶ Control the spread of invasive species 
which threaten native plants and  
animals and disrupt local ecosystems 

 

EACH ONE OF US  

CAN CONTRIBUTE TO  

WATERSHED PROTECTION!  

Seek out your local watershed group and find out how you can participate! 

BE A WATERSHED STEWARD.  YOUR WATERSHED . . .YOUR FUTURE. 

The boundary of a watershed is defined by the higher  
elevations of mountain ridges and peaks that surround  
the lowest point.  
 

Slopes and natural features like hills, tributaries, lakes, 
wetlands and man-made features like bridges, roadways, 
and towns, influence a watershedôs drainage.  

  A waterdrop falling outside  
  of the boundary will drain to  
  another watershed. 

As Urbanization occurs and changes drainage patterns 
in the watershed, the amount of hard or impervious  
surface increases causing an increase in surface runoff 
when it rains.  

Surface runoff picks up nonpoint source pollutants 
such as: 
 

¶ Auto fluids  
¶ Fertilizers 
¶ Pesticides  
¶ Pet waste 
¶ Road salts 
¶ Eroding soil 

. . . . which may end up flowing into our rivers, streams, 
lakes and oceans.    

The increase in impervious surfaces can also reduce 
groundwater infiltration and the recharge of our drinking 
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